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Today’s presentation…

NEURON Meeting in February 9 & 10

Urban Ecology Collaborative Overview

Cities and the Environment Journal





Sample of NEURON Presentations
• Richard Smardon, SUNY Syracuse,                     

Models for organizing multiple stakeholders for 
purposes of waterway revitalization and restoration. 

• Julie Dyer Wood, Charles River Watershed Association, 
Blue City Initiative - Brings together techniques such as 
Low Impact Development (LID), Green Building, Green 
Infrastructure, Green Corridors, and stormwater 
management in service to urban sustainability

• Fred Dillon, FB Environmental Associates Portland, 
ME, A community-based collaborative approach to 
restoring Long Creek, which courses through Maine’s 
most urbanized areas.

• Charles Lord, Boston College,                         
Reassessing the environmental justice history and 
legacies of Baltimore



Emerging from our Fall 2007  
meetings in Chicago and Boston…

A clear need to integrate our work into the various 
communities to which we are in-service.

ULTRA programs must reach local neighborhoods 
and prepare stakeholders for active roles in 
transformative efforts

Vertical integration of efforts to                          
reach stakeholders of all ages                               
and professions 

This charges us with creating                           
effective tools and strategies                                
and to radically reconsider                      
Educational Outreach Summer UTC interns in Boston



Focus 2008 –
Urban Long Term Research Areas 

(ULTRA’s): 
Developing Platforms and a Network for 

Education, Training and Outreach

Northeastern Urban Research Organizational Network (NEURON Conference)
hosted by the urban ecology collaborative



Boston’s Top Five ULTRA Topics

1. Urban forest health and 
function, including best 
management practices, canopy 
maintenance and regeneration

2. Community well-being and 
social cohesion (public health 
outcomes, gentrification)

3. Geospatial distribution of forest 
cover

4. Economic effects -
Inputs/outputs

5. Advocacy, public awareness and 
decision making

Boston’s new Zachem Bridge



Urban Ecology 
Collaborative Mission

To cultivate healthy, safe To cultivate healthy, safe 
and vibrant cities through and vibrant cities through 
collective learning and collective learning and 
united action.united action.

www.urbanecologycollaborative.org



Goals of the Collaborative

The goals of the UEC are to:

1. Develop a unique, multi-city network for urban 
ecosystem research, restoration and training 
opportunities

2. Complete a set of “tools” for effectively 
addressing common urban ecosystem problems

3. Develop an integrated “toolkit” for sharing, 
standardizing, evaluating, and disseminating these 
tools

4. Launch a clearinghouse for our urban ecosystem 
techniques and data



Many of our cities fall along the transect known as the    

“East Coast Megalopolis”

Boston

New Haven

New York

Baltimore

Pittsburgh

Washington, DC

Providence

Philadelphia

Current UEC Cities



UEC Organization
Citywide Committees

Inclusive of various 
stakeholders

Steering Committee
Members from all working 
groups and from each city

Cross City Working Groups
Restoration Tools
Education
Collaborative Structures
Research





• On-line Peer-
reviewed journal 
of urban ecology

• Publishing both 
Theory and the 
work of 
practitioners

• Second edition is 
out now!

www.catejournal.org



Volume 1 Issue 1
www.catejournal.org



Volume 1, Issue 2
Special Issue on Urban Landscape Design





Urban Ecology Curriculum

1. Digital Textbook in 
urban ecology for high 
school seniors

2. Designed to replace 
traditional environmental 
science curriculum

3. Investigation-based and 
completely multi-media in 
format - paper version as 
well (2010 delivery)

4. Infused with research & 
environmental justice case 
studies - standards based

5. Focus on experimental 
techniques - urban forestry, 
bioacoustics, water quality

Students recording acoustic 
data from house sparrows -
key activities for activities-
based science education


