


About Storm



What Does Storm Do?
Easy and 
accurate estimate
Tree storm damage
Costs for recovery

Data quality and 
integrity
Simple method
Quick reporting



Why Prepare?



Tornados

Thunderstorms & Wind 

Snow



How Does Storm Work?

Context of Use
Sampling
Data Collection 
PDA & Desktop 
Features



Context of Use

Planning
Framed by overall natural disaster plan

FEMA funding: Pre-Disaster Mitigation 
Program
Tree Emergency Plan Worksheet (Burban)

Recovery
First 24-36 hours
Response to state emergency agency



Pre-Storm Sample 
Survey

PLOT 
GENERATOR

Post-Storm 
Survey

Random Plots

Estimating 
Engine

Final Damage 
Estimate

The SDAP Process



Sampling Methods

2-3% of blockside mileage
Blockside = street segment between 
road/street corners or ends

Manual Method or Computerized Process
Random selection
10 blockside minimum needed for analysis



Sampling Methods



Data Collection



Overview: Pre-storm setup

Create random sample
Before emergency! 
Use electronic or manual means

Measure tree density and size 
class

Within ROW
Also 50’ back from ROW edge

Take final steps 
Pre-Storm report form: useful 
estimate 
Storage for future use





Data Collection: Desktop Interface

Manage Users
Community Values
Reference Data 

TIGER 
manual

ROW Info 

Export Data



Data Collection: Desktop Interface



PDA Setup Interface

Management of 
process, data 
and applications
Simple, intuitive



Data collection: PDA 

Pocket PC only
Installed on 
handheld 
through Start 
menu
Data uploaded 
automatically 
during 
synchronizatio
n



Overview: Post-storm work 
Revisit sample segments

Storm or Hurricane: choose 
estimation method

Indirect by average crown loss class
0-25%, 26-50%, etc.
Loss category images available from FS
All trees within 50’ of ROW

Direct as CY of debris 

Only trees within ROW
Hazard pruning by size class
Hazard removal by size class

Enter data, report results



Estimating Costs



Storm User’s Manual
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